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Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,  
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale 

Dear Friends, 

 This February starts with great joy. Even if joy and February aren’t 
generally ideas that go together. In St. Bride’s they celebrate the day 
of their patron saint, the wonderful, strong, funny, wise St. Bridget of 
Kildare and at Walwyn’s Castle we are celebrating a confirmation. 

 In the Church in Wales, we baptise people at all ages, even when they 
are babies or children too young to understand what is going on. We do 
this partly because it is what Christians have done for as long as we have 
records and partly because we think that God always makes the first 
move towards us. God already loves us and we will spend our whole lives 
trying to understand what that means and still never come to the end of 
it. In baptism someone becomes a member of the church, is recognised 
as a child of God and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.  

 There is, however, another aspect to living as a Christian, not as im-
portant as what God has done for us. That is what we try to do for God 
in response to God’s love. In Confirmation people stand up and make for 
themselves the promises that were made for them in baptism. They say 
that the faith they were raised in is what they believe. The Bishop will 
pray that God’s Holy Spirit will guide and inspire them. In some churches 
long ago, the Bishop used to slap the candidates as if issuing them a 
challenge to fight a duel so that they would remember and be challenged 
to live a life of faith.  

The slap does not happen any more, but the bishop will put her 
hands gently on their heads just as happened to her at her confirmation 
and ordination and to the bishop who confirmed her. It is like a game of 
tag down though the generations right back to the first followers of 
Jesus. 

So four people are being confirmed this February and it is a sign 
of great joy and hope for all of us. Please pray for them and for each 
other that God’s spirit may give us all that we need to live good lives in 
this world, 

With prayers and best wishes, 
 

  Gaynor, Andrew and Rhiannon 



100 years young 

Before Christmas I started telling you the story of how the Church in Wales comes to be 
celebrating its 100th birthday this year. I told you how a campaign started to disestablish 
the Anglican church in Wales and split it from the Church of England. The story contin-
ues. 

 By the 1870s, Welsh Disestablishment had become one of the policy aims of the lib-
eral party and it was discussed in parliament with support for the idea growing until the 
first bill was introduced in 1894. The bill failed but some historians say that the argu-
ment was won, all that had to be sorted out were the details. 

 But the details were very contentious because they had to do with money. The church 
had been left many legacies of land and money over the years. Much farming land still 
paid tithes to the church. Those who wanted disestablishment argued that this was given 
on the understanding that the Anglican church was there for the whole community  and 
they thought it now only represented a small slice of society. Why should Methodists or 
Baptists support a church they did not attend? 

 The complex process of disentangling the finances was called disendowment and it 
may be the reason why churches are always on the cadge for cash. When the final bill for 
disestablishment passed in 1914, the church was only allowed to retain something like a 
tenth of its assets while still being expected to maintain the same number of buildings 
and clerics. It did not stop some people paying tithes either, with some farms paying into 
the 1950s. The money, however, went to councils to distribute for charitable purposes. 
Disendowment money went into the National Library in Aberystwyth, the universities 
and many other causes that were thought to benefit the whole of society. 

 The bill for Disestablishment passed in 1914 but the First World War intervened. It 
was not considered sensible to spend time on this cause when there was a war to fight. 
Perhaps they didn’t want to risk annoying God! So it was not until Holy Week 1920, 
ominously or appropriately on April 1st, that the new, disestablished Church in Wales 
came into being.  

Rhiannon 

St. James Church, Dale, Altar Guild invite  you to join them for a  
 

CAWL LUNCH for ST DAVID’S DAY 
   SUNDAY 1st MARCH 
 

CAWL, WELSH CAKES, WELSH CHEESES 
Bring Your Own Bottle, wear Welsh costume! 

 
CORONATION HALL, DALE   12.30pm 

Cost £8.00 per head             Under 12’s free                                 
Call Mil 636671 for Tickets 



 

St. Brides & St. Peter’s Churches  February 2020 
 
February starts with a celebration at St. Brides, whose Patronal Day is on the 1st February.  
The church is named after Saint Brigid, the saintly nun who founded many communities 
in Ireland and it thought to have travelled to Pembrokeshire with Saint David.  This is 
the only church dedicated to St. Brigid in Pembrokeshire.   The service will be held on 
Sunday February 2nd.  This is also Candlemas Day which celebrates the Presentation of 
Christ at the Temple.  This will be the only service across the four villages, and all, in-
cluding visitors are welcome to join the congregation on the day.  
Holy Communion will be held at St. Peter’s Marloes on Sunday 9th and Sunday 23rd Feb-
ruary, and at St. Brides on Sunday 16th and Sunday 23rd February.  Please support these 
services.  See times in the Church Services list.   Morning Prayer at 9am on Wednesdays 
at St. Peter’s except in half term week – all are welcome including visitors.     
The churches are open during the day for anyone who may require a quiet place to re-
flect on issues affecting their daily lives.    

St Ishmaels Carol Party. 
 

I would like to thank everyone who came to our Carol Party, the weather was dreadful 
but all were in full song including our Community Choir, and we all enjoyed the deli-
cious mince pies, Stollen and mulled wine.  The Christmas raffle was drawn with 
some great hampers and prizes and also the 100 Club and the results were as follows: 
1st prize - Elaine Jenkins 2nd prize - Georgina Llewellin and 3rd prize Anthony Wil-
liams. Christine Llewellin and myself will be out there soon collecting your money 
for the 2020 100 club, and if there is anybody out there who would like to join please 
get in touch with me . 
 

Our thanks again for all your support and all best wishes for the New Year. 
 

Heather Phippen   01646 636261 

ST JAMES CHURCH, DALE 

We are looking to shake things up a bit this year as to our fund raising –and we start 
with St Davids Day. As this falls on a Sunday we will be holding a lunch in Coronation 
Hall. We would love to see you all there in national dress - or rugby shirts - to have a 
great celebration of St David. In the church rules, any saints day during Lent is a Day of 
Refreshment - this means you are allowed to break your ‘give up for lent’ fast - so 
come and join us for  the lunch and enjoy! The format will be a BYO bottle event with 
a cawl lunch. Tickets are on sale from Harriet (636668) or Mil (636671) £8.00 for 
adults with under 12s coming free - see notice in this issue of Peninsula Papers. We 
look forward to welcoming you!  

The lunch will also see the launch of our ‘buy a slate’ roof fund appeal. Each slate we 
need and there are 4500 to fund—will cost £15.00. This will include both the costs to 
fix and the slate itself. We are looking for individuals to fund a slate or for people to 
club together to ‘buy’ a slate. The “Roof” will be on display at the St David’s Day 
Lunch........... 

We will keep to tradition for the Cream Teas in May, but further along in the year we 
have ideas to take the place of the Fete which we will share when the details are firm-
er....keep you guessing for one thing! 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  

MOTHERS’ UNION. 
We had a most enjoyable opening meeting to 2020. The business of the AGM was 
short and to the point -  the Officers remaining the same but for this year only. 
The bank balance shows the group in a relatively healthy state financially. Looking 
back over the previous year, as a group, we covered quite a lot of ground and we 
can have a very positive attitude going forward  - with all this positivity around us 
we were able to enjoy a delicious Bring and Share supper, chat and tea to round 
the evening off! Looking forward to the year ahead we are going to build on the 
success of Community Coffee Morning held last year by repeating it in May, to 
raise funds for Christian Aid and The Alzheimer's Society. The work we have 
done on Dementia Friendly Communities will continue, with updates and remind-
ers being put in place before the start of the new holiday season.  
We have no meeting in February as many of us are away. However, the MU 
World Wide Wave of Prayer is in February - our slot is Sunday 23rd February 
5.05 –5.30pm in St Peters Church, Marloes, anyone is welcome to join us at the 
short service of prayer. The talks programme will resume in March with Gaynor 
illuminating us on “The women in the bible”. 
Mothers’ Union is a non-denominational group and welcomes all, and despite the 
name you do not have to be a mother or even a woman! If you feel like popping 
in to see how we operate please do. We normally meet on the second Tuesday 
of the month in Marloes Village Hall at 7.30pm...Look forward to seeing you 
there! 
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274. 

DALEDALEDALEDALE    
Meeting held on the 13th January. 
Matter arising The Council wanted to 
find out why there has been a delay in the 
planning application for Dale Hill campsite. 
Clerk to ask County Councillor Reg Owens 
for an update on the situation. 
Sea Grass  Tina Rogers and Nial Rees 
gave the Councillors an update on the Sea 
Grass planting and licensing situation. The 
Sea Grass Project hope to have their li-
cence to begin planting agreed by March. 
However the Dale Community Council is 
gravely concerned that there are still no 
guarantees on the protection of the liveli-
hoods of the community of Dale, e.g. what 
would happen if some protected species 
were found to be living amongst the sea 

grass,   
Dale Councillors and residents need de-
fined and absolute assurances, insurances 
and guaranteed safeguards to the liveli-
hoods of the whole Dale community. If the 
project is a success, the historical and cur-
rent activities carried out in the bay need to 
be continued and protected.  
Maintenance Walk  The Council decided 
that a Village maintenance walk should be 
held for Councillors and members of the 
Dale Community for Sunday the 16th Febru-
ary, 2020 at 2pm, meeting at the Corona-
tion Hall Dale  
Financial Report/ Payments  Paul Gar-
nish compiled a spreadsheet for the Dale 
Community Council Finances. To date 13th 
January, 2020.  Current Account £1,675.57  



 

Deposit Account  £1,502.70  Clerk’s salary       
£500 
Date of the next Dale Community Council Meet-
ing to be held on March 2nd, 2020, at 7pm, Jubi-
lee suite, Coronation hall, Dale 

MARLOESMARLOESMARLOESMARLOES    
Items under discussion at the December/
January meetings included the following:- 
Planning Matters – Application 
NP/19/0635/FUL for the erection of a lean-to 
for external seating at Runwayskiln was sup-
ported.  NP/19/0653/FUL for a Nutrient 
Storage Lagoon at Pearson Farm was wel-
comed by members as a necessary facility.  
NP/19/678/Section 73a refers -  Ty Gwyn – 
to retain caravan on site.  The majority of 
members agreed that the previous planning 
condition of NP/18/0666/UL should stand, 
and that the caravan should be removed. The 
Council asked that National Park arrange a 
site meeting so that the merits of the caravan 
being ancillary to the dwelling be considered.   
(Since the meeting, the Council has been 
advised that the erection of a new car park 
hut at the Marloes Sands Car Park will be 
discussed at the Development Management 
Committee on the 29th January.  Concerns 
have been raised on the design of the struc-
ture.)   
County Council matters – Noted that 
flooding from the Winterton Stream caused 
problems at the Mullock Bridge junction be-
fore Christmas.  Cllr. Smithies (Chairman) 
will be talking to County Council Highways 
officers about various ongoing surface flood-
ing problems across the area.   
Footpaths – The Council has been advised 
that the Gann Bridge is passable for two and 
a half hours either side of low tide.  A con-
crete bridge may be installed for the long 
term.  In Frankies Lane, Marloes the over-
hanging canopy has been cut back, and it is 
planned to improve the surface of the lower 
half of the Lane by Easter.   
VE Day/Weekend 8/9/10th May 2020 – 
Council members and the Clerk will work 
with the Hall Committee on events for that 

celebration/commemoration. 
Marloes Sands Landslip – Following rep-
resentations by the Community Council and 
County Cllr. Owens a diversion of the Coast 
Path was put in place for the Christmas holi-
day period.  The path has since been re-
opened by National Park.  Council members 
agreed at the January meeting that their on-
going safety concerns about the possibilities 
of another land slip should be passed again to 
Cllr. Owens.  Noted that the large concrete 
block has now almost been swallowed up by 
the land slip debris.   
Rubbish Matters -  See report elsewhere 
with regard to the beach cleans undertaken 
to clear up the items lost by the container 
ship - MV Elbcarrier.   
New Collection Service – Some problems 
ongoing with plastic items – guidance is avail-
able on the County Council website.  Dates 
for grey bags etc. are on the back page of 
Peninsula Papers.     
Dog Fouling issues continue both in parts of 
the village and on access paths to the Coastal 
Path and Beaches.  Please make an effort to 
pick up after your dog  - bags can be deposited 
in any County Council rubbish bin – you do not 
need to find a dog litter bin.   
Phone Boxes – Both the boxes in Marloes 
& St. Brides are under notice of possible re-
moval, as they are used very rarely.  The 
Community Council has written to advise 
they are both necessary in case of emergency 
calls, and linked to the possible use of the 
defibrillators.   
Financial Matters -  After reviewing the 
expenditure of 2019/20, and considering the 
budget for  2020/2021 the Council decided 
to ask for a precept for the year of £2,900 
which will be made in three instalments  - an 
increase of £75.  It was agreed that the pay 
for the Clerk is increased to £750 for next 
year.  Funds will need to be set aside for pos-
sible election expenses.   
Glebe Lane – Sewage problems – Welsh 
Water have identified a build-up of “WET 
WIPES” with fat, as one of the problems cas-



 

 

ing a blockage in the Lane and the adjoining 
field.  WET WIPES -  PLEASE DO NOT 
FLUSH THESE DOWN THE LOO – PUT 
THEM IN THE GREY BAG FOR DISPOSAL    
A letter will be sent to Welsh Water asking 
them to clarify what other problems may be 
causing surface water to enter the sewage 
pipes, and spill out sewage.  In the event of 
further problems please take photographs 
which can then be forwarded on to Welsh 
Water.   
Milford Haven School – The Community 
Council has been advised by the County 
Council that the proposal for a Learning Re-
source Centre at the School will go ahead.   
Next Meeting  - The next meeting of the Com-
munity Council will be held on Monday 10th Feb-
ruary 2020, commencing at 7.30pm in Marloes 
Village Hall.   

St ISHMAELSSt ISHMAELSSt ISHMAELSSt ISHMAELS    
Minutes of the meeting held on December 
9th, 2019 in The Memorial Hall 
MATTERS ARISING: Planning: There is a 
delay to the execution of the planning pro-
posals at the Garden Centre. 
Monkhill Farm: It was reported that the gate 
across the road is still left closed on many 
occasions. 
HGV access to Hoaten Lane: The clerk report-
ed that the council’s concerns had been re-
ported to PCC highways authority. 
MEMORIAL HALL: The clerk reported 
that, as usual, extended and protracted com-
munication by him with solicitors over the 
hall was continuing. The purchaser’s solici-
tors were making new requirements that the 
council supply completed surveys on Legion-
naire’s, Asbestos and Fire Risk. It was decid-
ed not to accede to these new and unwar-
ranted conditions and to remind the purchas-
er’s solicitors, through Red Kite, that the hall 
was offered for sale in an unoccupied, semi-
derelict, and ‘as seen’ condition. The council-
lors expressed frustration at the reported 
legal delays in the conveyancing and the 
seeming obfuscation of the purchaser’s solici-
tors.  

It was however agreed that, with regard to 
the access to the property and as there is no 
documented right of way referred to in the 
Hall’s title nor the title of the adjoining own-
ers, the council do agree to provide the pur-
chaser’s solicitors with an “Absence of Ease-
ment Indemnity Policy” for a ‘one-off’  cost 
of £70.00. The latest news from Red Kite (7th 
January) is that, on receipt of copies of the latest 
utility bills, the vendor is looking to complete “at 
the end of February.” 
FLOODING: The recent high rainfall had 
affected the main sewer to the extent that 
toilet tissue and faecal matter were escaping 
through the inspection hatch in Grove Road 
by The Brook Inn and flooding the road. The 
perennial and outstanding problem of flood-
ing of the top Grove Road and the inertia of 
the County Council to address it, was now 
causing real annoyance in the council.  It was 
also reported that the roadside grids at Bic-
ton were choked and blocked and that the 
problem, together with the flooding that en-
sued was not only a problem at that location. 
The clerk will contact the highways.  
TELEPHONING AND COMMUNICA-
TION WITH PCC: The clerk relayed his 
great frustration with the time now spent in 
contacting PCC and in receiving assurances 
that complaints would be relayed to the rele-
vant sections of the council and that were 
not subsequently honoured. He had to wait 
endlessly on the line before even getting to 
the switchboard; the last time being told that 
he was thirty-fifth in line! Other councillors 
reported similar experience. The clerk said 
that he would make a strong complaint about 
the deteriorating service.  
RATES FOR THE PUBLIC CONVEN-
IENCES: It is now understood by the clerk 
that the rates imposed for the last two years 
are going to be dropped in April. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday, February 
10th at 11.00 a.m. in the Memorial Hall. 

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



Broadband Initiative  -  “Dale Project Area” 

 

This Project which covers Marloes, St. Brides, St. Ishmaels, Talbenny as well as Dale is on-
going.  In recent weeks flyers have been distributed in several of the villages.  If your broad-
band speeds are regularly less than 30MB/second please consider registering your interest in 
the Scheme.   
Two officers of the County Council are promoting the Scheme around the area, and Mr. Pat-
rick Hannon has addressed a meeting of Marloes & St. Brides Community Council.   
Private households, second homes, local businesses and village halls can register.   
Register your interests at www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/broadband-survey  Further information 
can be obtained from your local Community Council or from the County Council.   
 

 Please register your interest now so that the Scheme can proceed to the next stage  

Exciting opportunity to be the new Dale Community Clerk. 
 

A really interesting and engaging position enabling the Clerk the opportunity to be at the 
centre of the Community in the 2020’s. The ideal applicant will be someone with good 
organisational, computer and communication skills, to provide professional support in all 
aspects of the Council’s work and to act as the Responsible Financial Officer to the 
Council.  Those interested are also invited to attend a training session to be held in the 
Coronation hall, Dale, at 7.30pm on the 5th February. This position is open to all, and 
could also be a job share. The post comes with a salary of £1,590 per year + yearly in-
crements. 
Those interested please contact any member of the Dale Community Council or email  
dalevillagecc@outlook.com    

WALWYN’S CASTLE CLERK 

 

Following the sad passing of 
Christine Lewis, Walwyn's Cas-
tle Community Council has a 
vacancy for the position of Clerk. 
This may be of interest to some-
one who holds the same position 
for other Councils.  Anyone in-
terested in the position please 
contact Julian George for further 
details on 07970 969 366  

Dale Village Maintenance Walk 
Dale Community Council would like to 
invite all Dale residents and holiday 
home owners to come and join them 
for a village maintenance walk on Sun-
day 16th February, meeting at the Cor-
onation hall, Dale at 2pm.  Come and 
identify areas of the village that need 
to be trimmed, cut, tidied, planted, 
mended, revived and loved. 

 

When Mil Reynolds celebrated her 90th birthday last year in-
stead of presents at her splendid party she asked for donations 
for a dishwasher for the Coronation Hall so that it would benefit 
all the Community.  The Hall Committee are very pleased to an-
nounce we now have a beautiful new dishwasher in the Corona-
tion Hall.  Once this has been officially started by Mil it will avail-
able for hall use. Thank you, Mil!   



February DiaryFebruary DiaryFebruary DiaryFebruary Diary    

It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events  
for inclusion in the diary.  

Please also see the adverts for The	Brook,	The	Grifin	and the Sports	&	Social	

Club	for the many other events which are too numerous to mention above.  

FEBRUARY 
Tue  4 1330-1530 Dale Winter Warmers, Bowls 
and Table Tennis 
Sat  8 1400 Dale Fort Wildlife Watch “Gruffalo Trail, see advert 
Mon 10 1100 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall 
Mon 10 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
Tue 11 1330-1530 Dale Winter Warmers, Tea and Toes 
Tue 11 1900 Film and Social Evening, Dale Coronation Hall 
Sun 16 1400 Dale Village Maintenance Walk, meet at the Hall 
Mon 17 1930 Coastlands History Group, “The Great Eastern” by Simon Hancock,   
   Marloes Village Hall 
Fri 21 1900 Film night at Walwyn’s Castle (see advert) 
Sun 23 1705 Mothers Union Wave of Prayer, St Peters Church, Marloes 
Mon 24 1900 Marloes Village Hall AGM and Committee Meeting, Marloes Village Hall 
Tue 25 1330-1530 Dale Winter Warmers, Pancake Day and Peninsula Memories 
Tue 25 1900 Film and Social Evening, Dale Coronation Hall 
Thu 27 1200-1400 Lent Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale, then every Thursday till 27th March 
Fri 28  Walwyn's Castle Cawl Supper, see advert 
Sat 29 1330-1630 Leap Year Crafts, Marloes Village Hall 
 
MARCH 
Sun  1 1230 Cawl Lunch for St David’s Day, Coronation Hall, tickets from Mil    
   636671 
Sun  1 1400 Marloes Beach Clean for St David, meet Marloes Sands Car Park  
Mon  2 1900 Dale Community Council Jubilee Suite 
Tue  3 1330-1530 Dale Winter Warmers, visit to Coastlands School 
Fri   6  Dale Winter Warmers, Mystery Coach Tour   
Fri  6 1900 Tapas Evening & Raffle at Cocos, fund-raising for M&DPADS. 
Sun  8 1500-1700 Tea Tasting and Talk (see advert), Walwyn's Castle Hall 
Tue 10 1330-1530 Dale Winter Warmers, Information Day 
Tue 10 1900 Film and Social Evening, Dale Coronation Hall 
Wed 11 1830 Marloes VE 75 Celebrations, meeting to discuss ideas, Marloes Hall 
Sat 14 0900 Dale Fort Marine Symposium, Dale Coronation Hall 
Thu 19 1900 DADS “It’s about TIME”, Dale Coronation Hall 
Fri 20 1930 DADS “It’s about TIME”, Dale Coronation Hall 
Sat 21 1930 DADS “It’s about TIME”, Dale Coronation Hall 
Tue 24 1900 Film and Social Evening, Dale Coronation Hall 
Sun 29  “God, King and Country Exhibition and Tea, Walwyn's Castle 
 

Tai Chi classes at 7.00 pm on Feb 3rd, 10th and 17th, March 2nd, 9th, 23rd 30th 



February Church February Church February Church February Church     

ServicesServicesServicesServices    
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COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP (CIO). 

We now know so much more about our lighthouses than we did thanks to Malcolm 
Smith-Gosling’s fascinating talk on Lighthouses. Malcolm took us from Henry V111’s 
formation of Trinity House who run the lighthouses through the building of those we 
can see about our community via the gruesome tale of the lighthouse keepers on the 
Smalls Lighthouse in the late 18th Century which lead to the number of keepers at 
each light being raised to 3, before coming to the present situation of total automa-
tion. We are most grateful to COCOs and Dale Yacht Club for allowing us to use 
the Club House for this talk. A very appropriate venue it was felt!  

The programme for 2020  moves on to our next talk from Simon Hancock. Simon, a 
great favourite with us all, will be illuminating us on “The Great Eastern” a talk I 
know we shall all enjoy!  This talk will be at Marloes Village Hall on Monday 17th 
February 2020. We look forward to seeing many of you there, and those who have 
not already done so can renew your membership. Subscriptions are still only £5.00 
for the year—bargain value! 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre is open every Thursday morning (10-12) if anyone 
should wish to pop in for their own research or to find out what we hold in our 
archive. 

If you would like to know more about the History Group please contact Yvonne 
(636251) Margaret (636295) or Harriet (636668) 



Social and Film 

Evenings 
 Autumn Season 

Doors open 7 pm 

Films start 7.30 pm 

Coronation Hall, Dale 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from December to March 

All Welcome  Admission free  Refreshments    

Donations for running costs gratefully received. 
 

Feb 11 – Classic Cary Grant comedy made in 1940 

Feb 25 – Modern Western starring Paul Newman 

March 10 – John Wayne returns to the Emerald Isle to woo Maureen O’Ha-

ra 

March 24 – 1965 Le Carré cold war spy drama starring Richard Burton 
 

To find out more about the films email Jim on jcwarr@bbtinternet.com 
Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list. 

Film night at Walwyns Castle  

Friday February 21 st  

Social evening in Walwyns Castle Village hall, 

showing Fishermans Friends . 
Doors open 7 pm for 7.30 pm showing 

Light refreshments included, bring your own tipple  

Donations welcome  



Walwyn's Castle Cawl supper  

Friday February 28th at Walwyns Castle Village Hall  

Join us to for our traditional St David’s day celebration 

Choice of homemade  Cawls , breads ,cheese and Welsh cakes 

£7.50 , 11 yrs and under £5.00.  

Dietary requirements catered for . 

Book with Wendy on rectoryfarm1@btinternet.com.  

Tel 01437 781342 

To assist with catering, please book by 10am, Tuesday February 

25th  

Marloes VE 75 Celebrations 

 

Weekend of Friday 8, Saturday 9 & Sunday 10 May 2020 

 

Marloes & St Brides Hall Committee invite you to  

Marloes Village Hall 
on Wednesday 11 March at 6.30pm 

to discuss ideas for our community to celebrate this anniversary 

Everyone Welcome! 

Dale Winter Warmer Tuesday sessions at the Coronation Hall  

4th Feb – Bowls and Table Tennis Taster Session 

11th Feb – Tea & Toes with Emma, fully-qualified and insured foot-care practitioner. 

Book your half-hour appointment with Emma direct on 07565 981315. Sessions cost 

£15 and comprise foot-soak, nails cut and filed, removal of hard skin and lower leg 

and foot massage.   

25th Feb – Pancake Day and Peninsula Memories: shared with children from 

Coastlands School. 

3rd March – A visit to Coastlands School for a St Davids concert. If you can offer a 

lift or if you need a lift, call Gwyneth (07595 192932) or Rachel (07733 265769). 

6th March (Friday) – Pembrokeshire Mystery Coach Tour! Pick-ups from Dale, Mar-

loes and St Ishmaels.  Bus paid for.  Call Rachel (07733 265769) or Gwyneth 

(07595 192932) to book but keep an eye on the next PP for more information!  

10th March – Information Day. Get support, find out about services or discover new 

activities. The Digi Bus will be joining us!  



 

 

 

 

                   
 

 

 

 

 

WINTER OPENING 
 

Open every Thursday between 10.00 - 12.00. 
If you wish to visit The Heritage  
Centre at any other time please  

contact Margaret 636295 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

 

Field Studies Council at Dale Fort 

Marine Research Symposium 
Saturday 14th March 2020 (9am – 5pm) 

Dale Village Hall 
 

Titles so far include: 
‘Research into Green Tides in Milford Haven: from ecology to fertilisers to 

chemicals’ by Dr. Jessica Adams, Aberystwyth University  
‘Life That Made Darwin Sparkle’ by Prof. Anthony Campbell - Cardiff University 
‘The future of Pembrokeshire’s marine environment’ by Sue Burton – SAC Of-

ficer, Pembrokeshire Marine Special Area of Consideration 
 

In the afternoon, there will also be a ROCKY SHORE BIOBLITZ – a field excur-
sion to Jetty Beach to take advantage of the good low tide.  
The Symposium is open to anyone - students or HE staff currently working in ma-
rine research, conservationists and rangers, interested naturalists or members of the 
public who want to find out more about the marine environment. 
Attendance costs £10, which includes light refreshments and a buffet lunch – AD-

VANCE BOOKING ESSENTIAL.  
 
To book a symposium place, go to https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fsc-dale-
fort-marine-symposium-2020-tickets-81922553563. 
 
For any queries please contact Helen Lewis, email 
 education.pembrokeshire@field-studies-council.org or ring 01646 636205. 

The Marloes & St 
Brides Village Hall 

Committee 

 

Annual General Meeting,  
followed by Business  

Meeting will be held at  
Marloes Village Hall on 

 

Monday 24 February 2020 
at 7.00 pm 

 

Everyone is welcome to  
attend. 

 



Dale WI 

The year ended with the Christmas Party on 17th December in the Jubilee Suite. 
A delicious meal was eaten with great enjoyment and followed by a hilarious im-
promptu game of Charades.  The evening ended with carols with Ira Hemingway 
playing the music. 

A business/social evening started the year on the 7th January, during which the 
Christmas meal was voted a great success with a great atmosphere  and we were 
told that the collection for the Women’s Refuge was very much appreciated. 

Judy Courie was thanked for putting together the programme for the next twelve 
months which will include an open meeting on the 21st April, titled 
“Pembrokeshire from An Artist and Photographers point of View” a talk by Dr. 
Robert Llewellyn Davies. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday the 21st January and will be a talk by Rosemary 
and Peter Royle titled “Himalayan Highlights”. 

JANUARY SWIM 

  

Such sun-full joy was 
mine today, 

Skinning those westerly
-driven surges of surf 

In that winterlow light 
so lemonsilver sharp! 

  

Afterwards, as I out-
strode the sea 

Giantly shadowing the 
tan-dark sand, 

Gratitude to Nature 
glowed within, untella-
bly bright. 
 

CJ 



Full programme : 
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk 

 
6TH FEBRUARY CAPERNAUM 2018 Leb-
anon/France. Dir: Nadine Labaki   
While serving a five-year sentence for a vio-
lent crime, a 12-year-old boy sues his par-
ents for neglect. 

13TH FEBRUARY ALMOST HEAVEN 2017  
UK/CHINA Dir: Carol Salter  Far from 
home, 17-year-old Ying Ling practices for 
her examination to become a mortician at 
one of China’s largest funeral homes.  The 
everyday routine of this unusual occupation 
also serves up both humorous and life affirm-
ing moments. 

27TH FEBRUARY THE WIND WILL CAR-

RY US  1999 IRAN Dir: Abbas Klarostami    
Irreverent city engineer Behzad comes to a 
rural village in Iran to keep vigil for a dying 
relative. In the meanwhile the film follows 
his efforts to fit in with the local community 
and how he changes his own attitudes as a 
result. 

Adults £4.50 Students £2.50 

Show starts 7.30 pm  Bar opens 6.45pm 

Merlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin Theatre    
Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire     

CollegeCollegeCollegeCollege    
MARLOES WELCOME CLUB 

We would like to thank all the local peo-
ple who have supported our Club, with 
special mention to the children of 
Coastlands School who invited us to an 
afternoon of tea and carols - a very spe-
cial time was had by us all. This started 
off our Christmas festivities and was fol-
lowed by a visit from the Neyland Choir, 
which was followed by Christmas lunch-
es at Dylan's and then at the Lobster Pot. 
A special thank you for those wonderful 
Christmas meals. 

Our new programme of events is just 
beginning, so if you are over 60 and 
would like to join us, a warm welcome 
awaits you - friendship, fun, support, 
many various activities and outings, and 
a great way of becoming part of the com-
munities of Marloes, St. Brides, Dale and 
St. Ishmaels. 

We meet every Wednesday either at 
2.00 pm in Marloes Village Hall, or at 
12.00 at a venue for one of our lunches. 
We look forward to seeing you. 

Vi Parsons, Chairperson  

For further details contact 637380 

WALWYN’S CASTLE “GOD, KING & COUNTRY”PROJECT 

 

Pictures please! 
 

The God, King and Country Project is entering its final phase. We have discov-
ered a great deal but we are short on pictures. Do you have any pictures you 
would be willing to share, particularly of people farming. It would be wonderful 
if we could find pictures of people locally posing proudly with a new tractor or 
haymaking, ploughing or milking. Please don’t send us the originals as we can’t 
be sure you would get them back. If you could please send a copy to Rhiannon 
or Kate, we will try and include them. It would also really help to know an ap-
proximate date for when the picture was taken and the story behind it. 



 

On Christmas Eve, I went down to Musselwick Sands checking for plastic pollution, in 
particular items traceable to containers lost from the Elbcarrier (see separate beach 
cleaning report). 

Quite a few freshly-dead seabirds were washed 
into the crevice where the water splashes 
down from Musselwick Meadow (as was).  One 
bird had a fairly hefty ring on its leg; this I man-
aged to prise off with my rope-cutting knife. 

The ring is inscribed, INFORM BIO NAT HIST 
MUSEUM LONDON SW7 
www.ring.ac  1496745.  As soon as I got home, 
I went online and filed a report via the EURING 
system. 

 On 9th January, an email from the British Trust for Ornithology, with a link to the data 
for that ring: the bird in question was a Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis), ringed as a nestl-
ing (sex unknown) on 10th June 2019 at Puffin Island, Anglesey (194 km to the NNE of 
Musselwick Sands).    

 Of course, we will never know where this young bird went in the intervening 197 days; 
but those who collect coincidences will appreciate its having come from Puffin Island to 
a beach very near our own Island Of The Puffins.                                                   CJ 

 

Young local couple looking to purchase their first home in the  
St. Ishmael’s/Dale/Marloes area.  

Please contact us if you have a property for sale up to £180,000 

07483 874253/07908 773254 



More cute rodents…….More cute rodents…….More cute rodents…….More cute rodents…….    

We arrived back from holiday in November to 
find that the roof and loft of our home had been 
invaded by what sounded like partying mini-
elephants. Not only did they party – thump, bang, 
wallop – but they also scratched, scraped and 
more worryingly, gnawed. They sounded huge so 
one night we put a humane rat-trap in the loft, 
together with an automatic trail camera. In the 
morning we inspected the situation – trap not 
triggered and food gone. Luckily the trail camera had turned up trumps and on the SD 
card were large amounts of video footage of two cute little mice running all around the 
trap, in and out, through the bars, and eating the food.  

It was difficult to believe that tiny mice could be the source of so much noise but we 
rapidly purchased two humane mouse traps (made of orange plastic, simple to use and 
with plenty of space for the prisoner) and commissioned them. Within a few hours we 
had our first captive. Expecting a House Mouse (we caught 13 house mice in a previous 
invasion in 2004) we were really surprised to find a 
Wood Mouse. Pointy nose, great big eyes, big ears, 
long tail, brown back and lovely clean white under-
parts – in fact it seemed to be the mouse that all 
cartoon mice must be based on! We released it at 
least a mile away and with a supply of peanuts, as 
instructed very sweetly in the instructions with the 
trap. Since then we have caught about 10 more 
Wood Mice, all released in the same spot.  

I am not happy about releasing the poor things a long way from home in the middle of 
winter in unknown territory - they have no familiar holes to hide in and no food store 
to rely on. They will probably not survive. However, I cannot bring myself to use con-
ventional mouse traps – not so much because they kill the mice but because of the ones 
they don’t kill – trapping them by the leg for instance.  

Anyway, the noise level has seriously reduced and we are now working on removing 
their apparent source of access – climbers which wind their way up the walls, around 
the gutter and right under the fascia board.  

So what are Wood Mice doing in our loft when they belong in woods? Well Wikipedia 
says “Wood mice inhabit forests, grasslands, and cultivated fields, tending to seek out 
more wooded areas in winter. Almost entirely nocturnal and terrestrial, wood mice 
burrow extensively, build nests of plants and live in buildings during harsh seasons”. 
Aha, buildings. That must be us! 

Our last captive was a surprise – not a mouse at all but a Bank Vole! Now I really don’t 
know what that was doing in our loft! 

Rosemary Royle 

PS Since I wrote this we have caught about 5 Bank Voles! 



 

M&DPADS	Are	holding	a		

TAPAS	EVENING	and	RAFFLE	

At	COCOS	,	Dale	Yacht	Club	on	

FRIDAY	6TH	MARCH	AT	7.00	pm	

Tickets	£20	each	

Tickets for this evening will be available in mid February. If you would like to pre-

book, or make up a table with friends, please contact Ellie Morgan on 01646 636625.  
We need funds to replace two defibrillators in our area which have done their turn. 

WHY DON'T MORE PEOPLE INSTALL HEAT PUMPS? 

 This is the title of a technical paper co-authored in 2019 by local Independent 
Energy Consultant Christopher Jessop and Andrew Gigiel, a refrigeration spe-
cialist from Somerset; it addressed the complex problem of how to affordably 

replace the UK’s gas central heating boilers by heat pumps without overloading 
the electricity grid.  Chris and Andrew were jointly awarded the Institute of Refrig-
eration’s Lightfoot Medal for the year’s best paper; with other colleagues they are 
now trying to secure funding for research into their Grid-Friendly Heat Pump con-

cept. 

Wildlife Watch  - Dale Fort Birdwatch – 11/01/2020  
 

Four adults and four children joined the Wildlife Watch group with 

members of staff from FSC Dale Fort for the first WW event of 2020! 

The session started with some background into the RSPB Big Garden Watch survey that 

takes place at the end of January. They learned that this citizen science survey is the largest 

in the world with over 500,000 people taking part! Some tips on attracting birds to the gar-

den including how to set a variety of feeders and providing water were presented. Then a 

version of bird bingo was played to introduce the children to the different species that can 

be found in their gardens or indeed around town. After this it was time to get practical and 

make some yoghurt pot feeders with filled with seed and suet to suspend from tree branch-

es. Hopefully all involved were inspired to take part in the real survey and contribute to the 

science of conservation!  

 The next free Wildlife Watch event is the ‘Gruffalo Woodland 

Trail’ on Saturday 8th February. Meet at Dale Fort at 2 PM, 

email: ea.df@field-studies-council.org to book!  



BEACH CLEANING REPORT 

  Winter always sees much plastic pollution coming ashore; but the current spell of really 
serious trouble started on 8th December when MV Elbcarrier (en route Rotterdam-Ireland) 
lost 12 containers about 25 nm west of St Annes Head. 

 Very soon plastic bags, apples, and garden centre plants were washing ashore, quickly fol-
lowed by plastic buckets and rice cake wrappers - seagulls immediately deciding they liked 
the contents.  Whilst beach cleaning contractors were quickly appointed by the insurers 
and a well attended West Dale volunteer session gathered much, it must be said that lots 
of buckets and wrappers were gathered by volunteers - and special credit to those working 
on the harder-to-reach beaches the contractors wouldn't visit.  Furthermore, “Bunalan” 
wrappers have carried well inland where they remain a threat to livestock. 

  We already had our traditional Marloes Sands Midwinter Beach Clean planned for Tues-
day 31st Dec; this saw a great effort by about 40 people, from young children to over 80s; 
some visitors who hadn't known about the beach clean beforehand willingly joined in – and 
two sure-footed teams volunteered to pick the difficult-access west end of Marloes Sands, 
plus Albion Sands too.  The total gather was approx 65 red sacks including a lot of Elbcarri-
er content, 7 fish boxes, 1 steel lobster pot, and a huge piece of trawl net (see picture be-
low). 

  Unfortunately, by 4th January Marloes Sands was polluted worse than ever: round went 
messages, hoping locals would rally for another clean on 12th January.  We were over-
whelmed by the turn-out that day, which must have been near 100 folk – including lots of 
very keen youngsters, and people from as far as Narberth and Tenby.  The total gather this 
time was equivalent to 95 full sacks (many thanks to Keep Wales Tidy for keeping us sup-
plied): while many people were still identifying food wrappers from Elbcarrier cargo, far and 
away the biggest burden in weight terms was fishing gear, especially net remnants. Sadly, 
even with such a turn-out, quite a lot of plastic had to be left where it was because there 
weren't enough people to collect and carry it all. 

  On behalf of the people of Marloes & St 
Brides, we wish to thank everyone for 
working so hard, and continuing to work so 
hard, trying to keep our precious beaches 
clean.   The never-ending arrival of so much 
plastic – sometimes literally by the hun-
dredweight – is a very sad reflection of how 
the human race treats the sea. 

Peter Smithies   

Christopher Jessop   
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